
MERCREDI 20 AVRIL |  17H30 - 19H30

Invasion Ecologies: Weeds and the 
landscape of memory
Dans le cadre d’une conférence INALCO organisée par Laurent Coumel, Cyrian 
Pitteloud et Marie Aberdam.

—

The First and Second Indochina Wars created the conditions under which plant 
species previously unknown in the region became established in the landscape 
of northeast Cambodia. Ecologists refer to such plants as “invasive species.” 
By assigning these globally-traveling invasive species the names “American 
thorn” and “Airplane weed” respectively, Jarai highland farmers’ folk taxonomic 
practices inscribe memory of the past into the landscape of the present. 
Struggles to extirpate these “foreign invaders” from their farm fields thus open 
up a field of meaning and invite moral reckonings with the past and its lingering 
effects. This seminar explores the practices of memory through which folk 
taxonomies make landscapes meaningful to their residents. 

Biographie

Jonathan Padwe is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the University 
of Hawai̒ i at Mānoa. A specialist in the highland societies of Cambodia and 
Vietnam, where he has conducted field research for 20 years, his recent 
book, Disturbed Forests, Fragmented Memories: Jarai and Other Lives in the 
Cambodian Highlands (2020) is a study of the ways that landscapes preserve 
the memory of war and violence. His current research examines the relation 
between the ecology of malaria and social history in mainland Southeast Asia.
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